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DAVID Y. IGE
 GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAÌ I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 2360
HONOLULU, HAWAI`I 96804

DR. CHRISTINA M. KISHIMOTO
SUPERINTENDENT      

 Date: 02/13/2018
Time: 03:00 PM
Location: 229
Committee: Senate Labor

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Dr. Christina M. Kishimoto, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: SB 2986  RELATING TO SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING.

Purpose of Bill: Requires two hours of annual in-service training in suicide prevention 
for all teachers, principals, and school counselors.

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) supports the intent of SB 2986, provided that its 
passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities as indicated in the Board of Education 
approved budget. The Department supports efforts to disseminate information to its employees 
that support the health and welfare of all students.   

In addition, should the Committee move the bill forward, the Department recommends the 
following language change in the bill:

Page 3, Line #14: “S302A – Suicide prevention; in-service training resources. The”

Page 3, Line #15: “department shall require that in-service training include at shall offer 
information on resources” 

Page 3, Line #16: “least two hours of on suicide prevention education for all”

Page 3, line #17: “teachers, principals, and school counselors employees. and principals each 
school year.” 

Page 3, Line #18: “This education may be accomplished through the provision and”

Page 3, Line #19:  “completion availability of suicide prevention materials approved by the”

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 2986. 

The Hawaii State Department of Education seeks to advance the goals of the Strategic Plan 
which is focused on student success, staff success, and successful systems of support. This is 



achieved through targeted work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice, 
and teacher collaboration.  Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.



 

 

Hawai‘i Psychological Association 
For a Healthy Hawai‘i 

 

P.O. Box 833 

Honolulu, HI  96808 

 

www.hawaiipsychology.org 

 

Email: hpaexec@gmail.com 

Phone: (808) 521-8995 

 

 

 

 SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR  
Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 

Senator J. Kalani Emglish, Vice Chair 
 

Testimony in Support of SB2986 
 

February 13, 2018, 3:00 pm, Room 229 
 

 

The Hawai‘i Psychological Association endorses SB2986, which requires two hours of 
annual in-service training in suicide prevention for all teachers, principals, and school 
counselors. 
 
The suicide rate among youth has been rising, and historically exceeds that of the 
general population. At risk youth often exhibit signs of intention for self-harm, which can 
be missed or overlooked by untrained adults. Educators and school staff interact daily 
with the student population, making them potential first responders for identifying 
suicide risk among youth.  
 
HPA supports SB2986, which protects the welfare of young people enrolled in school. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to offer testimony in support of SB2986. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Raymond A. Folen, Ph.D., ABPP 
Executive Director 
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